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A HARD LOOK AT THE HARD RIGHT

Inside
Glen €5yne Qastle

Religious Right forces from
around the country convened

a secret summit meeting In
Colorado Springs to formulate
a moral mandate for the

nation. Elimination of gay

rights topped the list.

"I feel that there is not a more important

meeting being held in these United States

as is being held here these next two days.
If we lose this battle, there are no more

moral absolutes left for this nation."

— Will Perkins

Conference partidpant

By Skipp Porteous

I

riTE OReaNiicD assauir oh eav rights

n 1990, The Freedom Writer an
nounced the "rebirth" ofthe religious
right. At that time, many observers

thought themovementhadninoutofsteam.
Insiders knew better. "By the end of the
decade," declaredevangelistPaulCain,"the
whole earth will view the church in a differ
ent light. The church will no longer be
mocked and despised, but either loved or
feared."

Our readers were among the first to
learn of the religious right's new two-fold
plan of attack. In a simple but effective
move, the religious rightchanged itsfocus
from national politics to local politics. Ad
ditionally, thehard rightabandoned itshap
hazard approach to politics and instituted
long-term planning to achieve its ultimate
objectives.

Now, themainstream mediaisworking
hard to bring its reporting up to speed.
Recently, The New York Times reported on
the religious right's efforts to take overthe
Republican Party. IntheNovember/Decem-
ber 1991 issue of The Freedom Writery
Frederick Clarkson wrote that the Christian
Coalition "intends to take over the Republi
can Party from the inside, and elect thou
sands of right-wing Christians to state and
local office — as well as the Congress —
through a massive and disciplined bloc of
voters." He continued, "Attheirrecent'Road
to Victory' national leadership conference
in Virginia Beach, almost every sessionwas
devoted to instruction in the mechanics of
how to do it."

Atthat 1991 "Road to Victory" confer
ence, Gary Bauer, of the Family Research
Council (an arm of Dr. James Dobson's
Focus on the Family ministry) set the tone

for the conference: "Obviously, this con
ference is about the 1992 elections," he
said. The reason this and all elections are
important, Bauer observed, isbecause "We
are engaged in a social, political, cultural
civil war."

While effective, the strategy of focus
ing onlocal elections and planning for die
long-haul is not enough. A movement re
quires another mgredient. For years, in the
shadow of communism, the hard right had
a villain. And they milked it for all it was
worth. The religious right took it a step
further and ferociously attacked "secular
humanism," a philosophy the Rev. Tim
LaHaye called "the world's most danger
ous religion."

With the fall ofcommunism, however,
thehard right losta valuable element of its
crusade. The movement was desperately in
need of a new devil. For a while, the hard
right rode on the wave of anti-abortion
sentiment. Abortion is a losing political
issue, though,and the religiousrighthas, to
a large degree, let the ultra-radicals in the
movement deal with it. (One should not
think that the fight to preserve choice is
over. In some ways, that war is intensifying,
simply because of the radical elementcar
rying onthe fight against abortion rights.)

The radical right thinks it has found the
missing ingredient, the important social is
sue to galvanize the movement. It is "the
militanthomosexuals," or"the gayagenda."

Foralmost threeyears now,themajor
ityof fundraisingmaterialcomingfromthe
religious right has focused on gay rights.

\ These vicious and hysterical fund raising
letters areproven moneymakers. Mostof

Continued on page 3
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Keep up the good work! Last month
I attended the graduation of a friend's
daughter at Wayne County High School
Imagine my surprise when, after both the
valedictorian and salutatorian prayed, the
speaker — the minister of Green River
Tabernacle—not only prayed but gave a
sermon (that was the commencement
speech?!) and even made a crack about
not being able to find the collection plate!

I'm not sure if it was the polyester
suit or the bullet-proof hair... I live in a
small town outside Nashville and had

forgotten that there were even smaller
minds left in the state!

Thais Carr

Thompsons Station, Tennessee

Yourarticle on abortion myths {Free
dom Writer, July 1994) was excellent,
but with one glaring error, though. The
writer fell in to the anti-choice group's
trap of calling the pregnant woman
"mother." She may or may not have given
birth. She may or may not be a "mother."
By calling all pregnant women "mother,"
you are saying that the fetus is a person,
a"pre-bom baby." The anti-choice people
are very good at using emotional
buzzwords. We freedom-loving types
need to come up with better phrases.
Until then we must be careftil not to use

theirs!

Marcie Love

WiNNETKA, Illinois

"Abortion Myths" {Freedom Writer,
July 1994) was excellent. The myth that
"abortion is morally akin to the Holo
caust" was created, 1believe, by the Na
tional Right to Life Committee for its
obvious shock value.

Here is a most devastating rebuttal
for anti-abortionists who play the Holo
caust or Hitler trump card:

• Hitler actually outlawed abortion.

• Hitler executed a doctor for per
forming abortions.

• Hitler was a Christian. He was
bom, raised, and died a Catholic. He was
certainly never excommunicated.

Such facts do not sit well with the
Religious Wrong — er. Right — who
apologetically plead that Hitler wasn't a
"true" or "real" Christian — whatever

that means.

Anti-abortionists propagandize with
lies,misinformation, andhalf-truths. They
are fond of chiding the press to "tell the
truth." Strange words, indeed, coming
from religious zealots whose Bible is
absolutely silent about abortion, and
wrong about everything else scientific or
medical.

Neil Nissenbaum

Jacksonville, North Carolina

Please send information aboutmem-

bership in your group and your publica
tions. Donald Wildmon and his people
have recently been here talking "facts" to
our city council and they got so enthralled
they almost made it illegal to wear a
thong bikini — they still may!

Robert Lowell

Atlantic Beach, Florida

Very essence ofvery existence,from
conception to parturition, the fetus is one
of substance with the woman by whom
birth is given. As such, the woman has a
substantive right to choose between re
production and abortion.

A substantive right, according to
Webster, is "a right held to exist for its
own sake and to constitute part of the
normal legal order of society."

At birth, the offspring enter a sepa
rate existence wherem that child's es
sence will unfold.

R. Upton Nelson

Bangor, Maine
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tfietopreligious right groups have picked
up on this theme.

Groups such as the Oregon Citizens
Alliance, and Colorado for Family Val
ues (CF^, started fighting gay rights in
their states at the grass roots. TTiey intro
duced the term "special rights," to imply
that gays and lesbians wanted more than
equal rights. Only recently have larger
national groups become involved in strat
egy and planning.

CFV succeeded in passing
Colorado's Amendment 2, which denied
equal protection for gays and lesbians.
Ajnendment 2, the only statewide anti-
gay rights measure to be approved by
voters, was struck down by Colorado
courts as unconsitutional.

Encouraged by its limited success,
CFV held a small conference last year to
discuss future strategy. As a result, CVF
produced The Colorado Model, a work
book designed to help anti-gay activists
in other states ban gay rights. The $95
workbook came with nine audio tapes
featuring the conference speakers. A
newer version comes with two video

tapes. Conference speakers appear on
one. The othervideo, "The Gay Agenda,"
is a scurrilous film about gays and lesbi
ans. With hundreds ofthousands ofcop
ies in circulation, "The Gay Agenda"
greatly influenced Colorado's vote

SPEAKERS — Will Perkins, chairman of
Colorado for Family Values; Robert Lin
den, conference moderator, and a produc*
tion manager at Hewlett Packard; John
Eldridge, director, Seminar &Research, Pub
lic Policy Division, Focus on the Family;Rob
ert Skolrood, president, National Legal
Foundation; Col. Ronald Ray, USMCR;
Judith Relsman, Institute for Media Educa
tion, pornography researcher; Dr. Paul
Cameron, chairman of the Family Research
Institute; Peter LaBarbera, Accuracy in
Media, past editor of Concerned Women for
America's Family Voice magazine, and cur
rent editor of Lambda Report, an anti-gay
publication; Frank York, an editor at Focus
on the Family; Phil Butler, Public Policy,
Focus on the ramily; Kevin Tebedo, execu
tive director, Colorado for Family Values.

against gay rights.
Because leaders of religious right

groups around the coimtry responded so
favorably to CFV's material and leader
ship in fighting gay rights, the Colorado
group scheduled another conference.

Accordmg to a May 19,1994 article
in The Washington Times, "Leaders of
anti-homosexual-rights groups across flie
nation wrapped up two days oftop-secret
meetings" in Colorado Springs. Repre
sentatives of about 35 state and national

religious right organizations attended the
meeting, according to the article. The
purpose ofthe meeting concerned policy
and strategy in dealingwith the gay rights
movement in the United States.

The Washington Times reporter,
Valerie Richardson, noted that she was
banned from the meeting because the
sponsoring group, Colorado for Family
Values, attempted to suppress mediacov
erage. Nevertheless, Richardson's article
got our attention and contained enough
datafor TheFreedom WriterXo launch an

investigation of the clandestine confer
ence.

The conference, The Washington
Timesarticlesaid, took place at the "gated"
Glen Eyrie Conference Center. Glen Ey
rie is operated by the Navigators, an
evangelical group based in Colorado
Springs.

Who was there?

GROUPS REPRESENTED — Accu
racy in Media, American Family Assodation of
Rorida, American Family Association of Ohio.
American Family Association of Texas, Chris
tian Coalition of Colorado, Christian Coalition
of New York, Colorado Eagle Forum, Colo
rado for FamilyValues,Concerned Women for
America of Colorado, Conservative Caucus,
Equal Rights Not Special Rights, Family Defense
Council, Family Research Institute, ramily Re
search Council, Focus on the Family. Institute
for Media Education, National Legal Founda
tion, Oregon Citizens Alliance, Traditional Val
ues Coalition, U.S. Taxpayers Party.

STATES REPRESENTED — Alaska.
California, Colorado, Rorida, Hawaii, Kansas,
Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New Mexico,
NewYork,Ohio. Oregon, RhodeIsland, Texas.
Virginia, and Washington.

PHOTO: With itsturrets and/mpressiVe crene/ot/on. G/en Eyrie Cost/e provided an extremely
defensible locav'or) for the top-seaet conference.
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The Freedom commissioned

a researcher and a photographer in Colo
rado Springs to go out to the conference
center and look around. After clearance

from the security people at the main gate,
the two enjoyed limited access to the
grounds.

The centerpiece of Glen Eyrie is a
massive stone castle. Various dwelling
places, or dormitories, dot the surround
ing mountainous landscape. The CFV
conference, attended by about 40 people,
was held on a second floor meeting room
in the castle.

Some members of conservative

Christian groups in Colorado Springs
provided helpful information, and, bit-
by-bit, we pieced together the names of
most of the people from about twenty
states who attended the conference. In

talking with some ofthem, we confirmed
names, and gathered more information.

Some individuals interviewedby The
Freedom Writer for this article were ex

tremely closed-mouthed, while others
even denied attending. One, inparticular,
was deceitful. Representative Darlene
Cornfield of Kansas told The Freedom

Writer, "I was not there. I don't know
where that came from! Idon'tknow why
anyone would say I was there when I
wasn't."

Judy Thomas, a reporter for The
Wichita Eagle, told TheFreedom Writer
that Jim McDavitt of the Kansas Educa

tion Watch Network told her that he at

tendedthe conference with Darlene Corn

field. The significance of a state repre
sentative at this meeting was not lost;
that's why we called Cornfield.

Comfield, a conservative Christian,
is up for reelection in November. Out
spoken about her beliefs, Comfield told
The Freedom Writer, "I believe the Lord
wanted me in the Legislature." She told
us that she is anti-choice, and opposed to
gay rights. "I just believe the Bible from
cover to cover," she said.

Asked if there is any reason she
wouldn't want someone to know she at

tended a conference of this type, Com
field responded, "Of course not, every
thing I do is wide open."

Next, we called the Kansas Educa
tionWatchNetworkandtalkedto"Mary,"
McDavitt's secretary. She said McDavitt
was away, and she denied knowing any
thing about any conference in Colorado
Springs. We leamed later that McDavitt
was away speaking at a religious right
conference in Indianapolis.

Continued on next page
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Apparently,McDavitttoldJudyTho
masof r/je >r/cA//fl£agfethattheconfer-
ence dealt with a number of different
issues — not just gay rights. However,
thiswasnotthecase.It focused solelyon
devising a strategy todeprive gays and
lesbians of equal rights.

The whole story came out when
someone in Colorado Springs obtained
conference tapes from the Navigators.
Recordings ofthe ten conference speak
ers are contained on seven tapes.

Onespeaker,RobertSkolfood,presi
dent of the National Legal Foundation,
even referred to the wonderful work in
Kansas of Darlene Cornfield, "who is
sitting intheaudience."

One conference attendee,
Patricia Houston, of Warriop
Not Wimps For Jesus, based in
Las Cruces, New Mexico, of
fered high praise for Jim
McDavittofKansas. "Hewas on
fu-e for the Lord!" she told The
Freedom Writer. "He had infor-

including Jim Woodall, a vice president
for management of Concerned Women
for America. "You know, men are the
leadersof the country," she said.

According toWill Perkins, thepur
pose ofthe conference was "tocome out
ofhere with a plan...how we can impact
thisnation — ourgroups, ourcollective
voices out there. If we have a good,
strong,coordinatedapproach... theydon't
knowwhoto shootat ifwehaveallof us
out there."

"We need to hold pastors and
churches and denominations account
able," Perkins contmued, "who arecon
doning homosexual behavior. And [we

August 1994

gay movement is a grass-roots move
ment

• Use laypeople tokeep the anti-gay
movement going

• Develop a long-term project to
convince evangelical pastors to support
the anti-gay movement.

Weneedto'*tell AmericaWHY het-
erosexuality is best for individuals and
society." "That case," he said, "needs to
be made strongly, and supportedby what
Americans consider 'gospel truth,'
that is empirical science. TTiat isthe high
priest of ourculture."

"Shrewdly,"Eldrige continued,' we
need toshow why society needs tomake

certaindemands onpeople sexu-
ally." He said that public per
ception has tobe changed. "We
mustneverappeartobeattempt
ing to rob anyone oftitieir rights
—their constitutionalrigjits. We
must never appearto be mean
spirited or bigoted. We must be
shrewd togetconsensus forour
position by appealing to shared
values and concern, and issues
of fairnessand justice."
Eldridge stressed that the anti-

"I would not say this in otiier
cultural contexts, but the gay
agenda has all the elements ofthat
which is truly evil.lt is deceptive at

Freedom BT/ter -'Hehadinror- every tum. It is
mation much further along than and lives of those WhO eniDrMe It.
anyone else. Ilearned alot from —• John Elorioge
him." Focus on the Family

Houstonexpressedsurpnse
miii. . ru^u» v»ii • •••••••/ jtiianagc suosacu uiai.

Houston expressedsurpnse movement must be "per-
that not everyone atthe confer- ceived as a genuine grass roots

/^Virie-ence was a bom-again Chris
tian. Shementionedthatoneofthespeak
ers, Judith Reisman, is Jewish. Houston
saidthatMcDavitt "witoessed strongly"
to Reisman, trying to convert her.

"Itwasnice toseealegislatorthere,"
Houston continued, referring to Darlene
Cornfield. According to Houston,
McDavitt andCornfield cametogether.

Houston said she attended the con
ference with Margaret Kramer, aspokes
person for aNew Mexico group called
Mothers Against Bad Government. Ac
cording to Houston, the religious rightof
NewMexico isconcerned aboutlegisla
torswhosupport gay rights.

"Wehavetwopeople,"Houstonsaid,
"two of our most powerful legislators,
who openly endorse the homosexual
movement." "One of them," she added,
"has a son who is homosexual." "The
legislatorwith the gay son," she claimed,
"isManny Aragon, and the other legisla
tor is Raymond Sanchez."

Since1973, anotherlegislator, Tom
Rutherford, hasbeen,accordingtoHous
ton, "introducing pro-homosexual legis
lation." "Though he's never come out
and announced it," Houston said, "I've
since found out he is homosexual."

Houston saidthatshewasimpressed
by the number ofmen atthe conference,

needto] make the public realize thatAey
are also condoning adultery, fornication,
bestiality, andpolygamy."

"I feel," Perkins said, "thatthere is
not amore importantmeeting being held
in these United States as is being held
herethese nexttwo days. If we losethis
battle, there are no more moral absolutes
left for this nation."

Robert Linden, theconference mod
erator picked up Perkins' theme. "The
absolute values thatwereestablished by
God,"heproclaimed,"arestillabsolute."

John Eldridge, the first speaker,
brought "greetings and warm regards
from Dr. Dobson of Focus on the Fam
ily." "Dr. Dobson," Eldridge told the
group, "and those ofus atFocus on the
Family in the public policy fight, see this
issue asoneofthekeyissues ofourtime.
So much hinges on what happens with

^

ceived as a genume grass roots
uprising." He said that "home rule" is
important, because atop-down approach
doesn'twork. If a community perceives
thatanoutside, national group isbehind
local activism, thecommunity will rebel
against it So, the perception ofgi^s-
roots organizing', orhome rule, iscritical.
He explained that this is why Focus on
the Family isstaying inthe background.
His national group, he noted, is like an
800-pound giant compared toColorado
forFamilyValues, whichhasahalfdozen
people inaone-room office. (During the
conference, Frank Yorkof Focus on the
Family admitted that Focus onthe Fam
ily now has a$150 million dollar-a-year
budget)

"I wouldnotsaythis inothercultural
contexts," Eldridge explained, "but the
gay agenda has all the elements ofthat
which istruly evil. Itisdeceptive ateverySo much hinges on what happens wim wnicniaumjrAe full agen^ofthe militant gay move- tum.ltisdestroymgftesoulsandlivesof

^ those who embrace It.
- - * John Eldridge said several things

troubledhim greatly. "Asanevangelical.
Eldridge outlined an agenda for the

religious right to follow in its assault on
gayrights. Theagenda must:

• Change public perception about
gay rights

UUUUiwVAiiu&t ,

there isnoquestion thatthechurch, being
ahousedivided—havingtheMelWhites,
the Peggy Campolos, and that sort of. ^ tne reggy ^..ampwiua, oiiu ul

•Useideasandlanguagethatappeal thing-isextaordm^damagmgtoo^
todieDublic movement (Mel White is the gay ghost .•Createtheimpressionthattheanti- writer v/ho formerly worked wifli Jeny
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Falwell, Pat Robertson, Billy Graham,
andOliver North. Hetellshisextraordi
nary story in his fascinating book.
Stranger at the Gate. Peggy Cmpolo is
the wife ofthe popular evangelical moti
vational speaker Tony Campolo. The
Campolos have expressed sympadiy for
gayrights.)
^: More than one speaker, mcludmg
Eldridge, said that the anti-gay rights
movement isbeing ledbylaypeople, not
the clergy. "Pastors are terrified that this
issue will split their churches," Eldridge
remarked. "The local church is a mess.
Tte pastors are along-term project."

Robert Skokood, president of the
NationalLegalFoundationalsoexpressed n
ill feelings towards evangelical minis
ters. "Ourpastors don't know anything,"
Skolrood declared. "And most of them
are wimps."

SkoU-ood, anattorney who formerly
worked for Pat Robertson, sometimes
speaks more like a faith healer than a
lawyer. He described the waragainstgay
rights as "aspiritual battle" and spoke of
the need tokeep "demons from polluting
the word of God."

Pastors aren't the only ones avoid
ing the controversial gay rights issue,
Skolrood said, but "Christian leg^ orgar
nizations don'twant totouch the issue."
He said his group is available to help
other groups initiate state referendums
against gayrights.

Frank York, another Focus on the
Family spokesperson, also addressed the
gathering. He focused on computer and
fax technology, which he explained "is
an essential part ofthe battle we rein.

York encourage the group to use
' computers and facsimile machines to
broadcast communications to: phone
trees, congressmen and other politicians,
conservative college newspapers, and
churches.

Besidesusing computers to commu

nicate within the religious right, York
suggestedthatcomputersbeusedtogather
intelligence on the enemy. "You have to
know your enemy," he said. "Gays and
lesbians area large part oftheInternet."

Monitoring on-line computer ser
vices,Yorksaid,"isan intelligence-gath
ering operation. They're not aware that
you're gathering this information. It s
very important togather intelligence this
way." He claimed that by monitoring
online computer services he learned in
advance ofalesbian sit-in atFocus onthe
Family.

- Continued on next page
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Conferencespeakers
bare hidden agenda

By Mike Shaver

From the beginning, gay ri^ts
proponents have claimed that anti-gay
measures likeAmendment2aredriven
byindividuals and organizations with
an exclusive religious agenda, mher-
ently at odds with basic notions of
pluralism and political inclusion.
' Theanti-gayforces' success,ther^
fore, has required establishing politi
cal credibility in the mantra "equal
rights, not special righte." As impor
tantasthisclannwasduringtheAmend-

"Homosexuality
would be regarded
as a sad pathology
by Implication."

ment 2 campaign, taped sessions and
documents fromtiieColoradoforFam-
ily Values conference contamed no
references to this slogan, which was
described by many as the genius of
Amendment2, Coulditbethatthis was
less about rights and more about a
largerobjective?

Robert Skolrood, who heads the
organization that worked with Colo-
radp for Family Values to draft and
defend Amendment 2,prefacedhis le-
galtalkbyemphasizing,"Asyouknow,
it's a spiritual battie and we at the
National Legal Foundation use II
Corinthians 10:3-5 as our scriptwe...
Although we leadnormalhuman lives,
the battle we are fighting is on the
spiritual level."

Morerevealing isthelistof"foun-
dationalprinciples"whichsummarizes
the conference. The listappe^tobe a
setofagreed-upon tenets which came
outofthe group sessions following the
presentations.

Objectives includegetting elected
officials to expose gay-friendly legis
lation and public policy, eliminating
government dollars and resources

which are "the resultof improper be
haviorbroughtonbytheir lifestyle (ex.
AIDS) [sic]," and stressing family val
ues so that "homosexuality would be
regarded as asad pathology by impli
cation." Standinginmarkedcontrastto
these principles is item three, which
reads simply, "Spiritual revivd."

This item may have been i^pired
by Ron Ray, an active and vociferous
critic of gays serving in themilitaty.
Hispresentationincludedseveralmm-
utes ofareligiously charged rhetoric.

"We're going to have to remem
berHisstandard," Raysaid. "Andthen
we cfln have repentance, because the
problem is the church... Once we have
repentance, we canhave revival. Once
we have the smoothing of the Holy
Spirit, we canhave restoration... All of
usareworkingveryhardatrestoration,
and the sad thing isthatwe'regoingto
bebound byGod's objective order.

"Sodomy, Sodom and Gomorrah,
means the end or termination point-
When you accept it intiie law order,
theyhaverenderedthywordvoid, now
theLordwill have to move."

Ronald Ray and Bob Skolrood
werenotaloneindrawingonthistheme.
John Eldridge, who noted thatFocus
ontheFamily presidentJamesDobson
seestheissueofhomosexualityas"one
ofthe key issues ofour age," outlined
thework thatFocus is doing to "raise
theconsciousness ofthevast majority
of Christians in the country who are
woefully ignorant on these issues."
Notingthat the church is"slowlywak
ing up," Eldridge promised Aatevan
gelical churches would turn **the great
ship ofevangelism back toward social
engagement."

While these comments appear to
stray from the conference theme, they
bring to light what appears to be a
sharedmotiveofexclusioninthename
ofreligion which isoftenhidden from
thedebate whenthe issueofgayrights
unfolds inthepublic arena. •

Mike Shaver is director ofthe Citi
zens ProjectinColorado Springs.
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One speaker, JudithReisman, aself-
professedsexexpert,perpetratedtfaemyth
that gays try to recruit heterosexuals,
bringing them into "the homosexual
lifestyle."

"I would suggest toyou," she sdd,
"that while the homosexual population
may right now be one to two percent,
hold your breath, people, because the
recruitment is loud; it is clear, it is every
where. You'll be seeing, I would say,
twenty percent or more, probably thirty
percent, oreven more than that, of the
young population will be moving into
homosexual activity."

Buzz Harris, who works with Sue
Hyde mthe New England office ofthe
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force's
"Fi^t the Ri^t Project," said, "They
want to stokethe flames of internalized
homophobia in aattempt to 'convert' us
toheterosexuality." "It is irrelevant," he
continued,"totheirclosed-mindedworld
view that the American Psychological
Association, the American Psychiatric
Association,andtheU.N.'sWorldHealth
Organization have all stated clearly for
many years that bisexuality and homo
sexuality areanormal andhealtiiypartof
human love and sexual expression."

Inconcludinghertalk,Reismansaid,
"You willnoteverbe able to do anything
about homosexuality until you address
pornography inthe church, pornography
inyour own lives; it is interlocked and
related."

After all the speakers made then-
presentations, the ^oup held aseries of
brainstormingsessions. The final session
ledtothetop two "Primary Strategies."

Comprised of two main parts, the
first"Primary Strategy" involves "Infor
mation&DataExchange"and "Media."
Under "Information & Data Exchange,"
the group aims to establish a computer
network using a bulletin board service
(BBS) ora commercial on-line service
such as America Online (AOL). Focus on
theFamily, incidentally, is considering
AOL as a way to distribute some of its
publications.

The second partof "Information &
DataExchange" is thedevelopment of a
centralclearinghouse, with differentor
ganizations handling the following re
sponsibilities:

• A gayoffice holders and activists
databank

• Information resources about mm-
istries to convert gays

• Record anti-gay successes
• Record anti-gay defeats

• Track scientific literature
• Monitor corporations/who they

fund/where tiieyspendtheiradvertising
dollars

•Religioustracking/whereevangeli
cal churches and pastors stand on gay
rights

• Monitot people inthemedia/their
stand on gay rights

• Monitor national and state political
candidates andgayoffice holders

• Monitorcrimes committedbygays
• Newsclippingservice
Thesecondpartofthefirst"Primary

Strategy"dealswitii tfiemedia.Thegroup
hopes to"getallconservative organiza
tions united to promote a mass-media/
legislative blitz on Dr. Kinsey's child
abuse data, calling for investigation and
cessation ofall tax money funding sexu
ality programs, until Kinsey's scientific
firaud is proven."

The second aspect of dealing with
the media involves writing letters and
placing phone calls. The group plans to
blitz newspapers with letters, and radio
talk shows witii phone calls. Oneaspect
ofthis is to "LD. favorableeducatorsand
getthem involved with letters tothe edi
tor and interviews."

They also plan to buy radio ads in
orderto"accessradioprograms toreveal
truth of homosexual lifestylevs. hetero
sexual marriage."

Finally, the media blitz involves the
development of "a baseof letter writers
andcallers whocanrespond onaregular
basis to editorials and news stories."

Thesecondofthetwo"PrimaiyStrat-
egies" deals with "Legislative/Legal"
concepts. First, the anti-gay proponents
wantto"enact legislation rewarding tra
ditional families with tax rewards." An
other long-term goal is to "pass resolu
tions in legislatures in the 50 states to
affirm that the traditional mom and dad
family isthe superior orideal model."

Their political agenda includes:
• Voter guides
• Precinct organization
• Leadership development
• Campaigning
• Votereducationintheareaofschool

board candidates and candidates for state
legislators

• Fund raising
Particular attention should be paid to

oneotherareaoftheanti-gayrightagenda.
It istheimplementationof"ProjectSpot
light." This is a highly organized and
detailed model currently underway in
Ohio. The goal is to take over all Ae
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legblative bodies inthestate, including
city councils and the state legislature. A
crucial part of the plan is to identify
exactly where every elected ofticial and
candidatestandson gay rights.The next
step istoget 25% ofAe voters tosign a
pledge notto vote for any candidate who
supports gay rights. Inthis way, Projert
Spotiight is designedto defeatany candi
date who supports gay rights. After the
designated law-making bodies are taken
over, the next step is to introduce new
laws that ban gay rights.

The religious right isconvinced that
pornography and homosexuality are in
extricably linked. The assumption isalso
madethatorganized crime controls most
oftheproductionofpornography.There
fore, 5ie religious right concludes that
gay rights lobbying is fimded by orga
nized crime. With this in mind,Ae reli
gious right intends to "Educate the
grassroots tiiat homosexual, pornogra
phyandorganizedcrimelobbying is [sic]
one and the same."

Finally, the anti-gay rights move
ment is developing a litigation strategy.
To do this, it plans to share research,
resources,andcoordinateinvolvementat
tiie trial level. It intends to offer "legal
supportforworkersbeingsuedbyhomo
sexuals." This presiraiably deds witii
harassment in the workplace.

Initsefforttodenygaysandlesbians
equal rights with other citizens, the reli
gious rightwants totake its agendaall the
waytothe SupremeCourt. Currently, the
movement isseekingthebestcasetotake
to the High Court. Utilizing "political
experts, constitutional lawyers, and pub
licrelations experts," ithasproposed the
formation of an "advisory board to for
mulate the best case to take to the U.S.
Supreme Court."

TheFreedom Writer fmAs it signifi
cantfliatTDr. JamesDobson and his Focus
on the Family believe that gay rights is
one of the most important issues of our
times. Focus on the Family is arguably
the most influential of all the religious
right groups, leading in resources, out
reach, and organization. The involve
ment ofFocus on the Family in the anti-
gay rights movement has profound im
plications.

Hopefully, Americans concerned
abouttrue rights forallpeople, regardless
of religion, race, national origin, sex, or
sexual orientation, will see the anti-gay
rightsmovement as another ployby the
radical religious right to take political
power. •
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Respondingto homophobic rhetoric
Right-wing opponents to civil rights

for gay, lesbian, and bisexual people use
similar arguments and rhetoric around
thecountiy,whetherthey're inPrineville,
Oregon; Colorado Springs, Colorado;
Knoxville, Tennessee; or Anchorage,
Alaska.This article includes responses,
ideas, and themes you mayuse to counter
their erroneous allegations. Each topic
begins with the rhetoric used by the con
servative right, followed by some ideas
on how to respond.

Homosexuals are already cov
ered under the Constitution just
like the rest of us. What they want
are special rights. We oppose spe
cial rights for homosexuals.

The right wing rhetoric of "special
rights" skews the issue. The right to get
and keep a job based on merit is not a
special right Equal access to housing is
not a special right Renting a hotel room
and being served food in a restaiu^t are
not special rights. The right to have and
raise children without the state seizing
tiiem is not a special right The right to
walk down a street and not get attacked
because of who you are and whom you
loveisnot a specialright.Gayand lesbian
people want the same rights guaranteed
to all American citizens. However, with
out civil rights laws which specifically
ban discrimination based on sexual ori
entation, gay people can lose their jobs,
their homes, and their families and be
refused service at public accommoda
tionssimplybecausetheyaregay—with
nolegalrecourse. Right-wingzealotswho
speak of special rights want the very
specialright todiscriminateagainstthose
they hate.

Local ordinances for gay men
and lesbians force the rest of us to

live against our religious beliefs.
We're entitled to our rights too.

Extending civil rights to one sector
ofsociety does not withdraw rights from
another. Mostcivil rightsordinancespro
videexemptionsforreligiousinstitutions.
In addition, many gay and lesbian mem
bers of various religious denominations
are organizingwithin their faith so that
religious institutions may become more
accepting offlie diversity oftheirfollow
ing.

They want to be treated like a
minority, like an ethnic minority.
The Supreme Court says they're
not. And we know they're not be

cause they never rode in the backof
the bus and they are not economi
cally deprived. Studies show that
gay men have more disposable in
come than the rest of Americans.

Gay men and lesbians are a numeri
cal minority in American society. Like
ethnic minorities, we do face job loss,
evictions, non-service at public accom
modations, and the loss of our children
simply because ofwho we are. And like
other minorities, gay people face harass
ment, physical assault, and murder based
on an assailant's hatred against us as a
group. A Department of Justice study
reported that "homosexuals are the most
frequent victims" ofhate crime. "Mmor-
ity status" affords no benefits to anyone;
rather it provides guidelines to attempt to
redress the inequalities that impair the
exercise of constitutionally guaranteed
freedoms, including equal protection
under the law. Our constitution says that
all people are created equal — that must
include gay and lesbian people as well.

Homosexuals lead an abomi
nable lifestyle. People who care
abouttraditional family values must
not encourage the open expression
of this sexual depravity.

Discrimination is the abomination,
not gay and lesbian people. The family
values we uphold are support, love, un
derstanding, and respect between family
members. Discrimination andbigotry are
not traditional family values.

7 You can't letgays nearchildren;
since they can't reproduce, they
recruit. And they are all pedophiles.

Statistics show that the vast majority
of sexual abuse is committed by men
against women, usually within the het
erosexual family structure. Pedophiles
are criminals who derive illicit pleasure
from sexual abuse ofchildren, andwhose
adult sexual attractions are ahnost al
ways to members of the opposite sex.
Most sexual abuse of children occurs at

the hands of parents or relatives. Lies
perpetuate stereotypes that are then used
to deny gay people our rights. It iswrong
todeny ri^ts based on Aese myths.

Gay people want to force their
lifestyle on us and take away our
rights.

Civil rights lawsthat include lesbian
and gay people do not limit the rights of
others. Instead, they extend to gays and
lesbians the same rights already enjoyed

by mostAmericans—the right to obtain
and keep employment based on ability to
do the job; the right to equal access to
housing; the right to raise &eir children;
and the right to live free of violence.
There is no so-called "gay lifestyle." Gay
men and lesbians are members of every
social class, religious faith, ethnic group,
occupation, and political affiliation. Gay
people are not interested in forcing any-
tiiingon anyone—just the opposite.We
demandthe freedom to live our lives with
the same freedoms are rights that are
accorded to all citizens, without fear that
our liberty will be usurped by far-right
bigots and religious intolerance.

What about bisexuals? They
sometimes pretend to be normal
heterosexual people, but they en
gage in the same sibnormal, un
healthy sexual practices as homo
sexuals. Bisexu^s are gettingAIDS
from homosexual sex and then
spreading it throughout the hetero
sexual community.

Bisexualmenandwomenlive, woik,
and organizing within the gay'and les
bian conmiunity and in the larger human
rights community. Lesbians, gay men,
and bi people are all targets of the same
oppression,excusedon the basis tiiatwe
valuesexudandaffectionalrelationships
wifli members of the same gender. The
US DepartmentofDefense"ban against
gays in the military"also includesthose
acting or identifying as bisexual. Many
right-wing initiatives, including
Colorado's Amendment2, targetbisexu
als along with gay men and lesbians in
their petition language and in the effects
oftheir discrimmatory legislation. Lesbi
ans, gay men, and bi people work to
gether to oppose these attempts to legis
late against our civil rights. AIDS is the
cumulativeeffectofimmimosuppression
exacerbated by the presence of a virus
(HIV)that criticallyimpairsthe abilityof
Ae body to keep itself well. Viruses do
nottarget specificpeople or discriminate
on the basis ofsexual orientation or iden
tity. The prevention of HIV/AIDS ulti
matelyrestswid)eachindividualperson's
responsibilityfor his or her own actions,
regardless of sexual orientation, class,
race, gender, or sexual identity. •

Reprintedfrom Fight the Right, a publi
cation ofthe National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force.
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Pat Robertson's Prophecy. Hear

Robertson's amazing speech at a 1980
Christian Broadcasting Network prayer
meeting, A contribution to cover our
costs is appreciated

Blood in the Face by James
Ridgeway. America's racist far-right
movements from the inside out. Thun-
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ders MouthPress. Paper —203pages,
index

ChallengingtheChristian Right:
TheActivist'sHandboolcbyFredmck
Clarkson and Skipp Porteous. Institute
forFirst Amendment Studies. Binder —
290pages $25.00

ChurchSchools& Public Money:
The Politics of Parochiaid by Edd
DoerrandAlbert J. Menendez. sum
mary ofthe case against parochiaid in
cludes astate-by-state survey ofthemost
generous giveaways andrevealingstatis
tics on enrollment Prometheus Books.
Paper —156pages $14.95

The Coors Connection by Russ
Bellant South EndPress. Paper—150
pages, index $9.00

50 Ways to Fight Censorship
andImportantFactsto KnovrAbout
the CensorsbyDave Marsh. The first
how-to manual for people who wmt to
take action against the growing list of
challengestoFirstAmendmentfreedoms.
Thunders Mouth Press. Paper —128
pages, index

Hawking God: A Young Jewish
Woman's Ordeal in Jews for Jesus
by Ellen Kamentsky. An inside look ata
multimillion-dollarChristianmissionary
machine. Sapphire Press. Paper —178

^12 95pages
StarsIn the Constitutional Con

stellationAnnotatedbyStevenK.Green,
Esq Aguide to federal and state Consti
tutional provisions onchurch and state.

Americans UnitedResearchFoundation.
Paper —145 pages $14.95

Jesus Doesn't Live Here Any
more: From Fundamentalist to
Freedom Writer by Skipp Porteous.
Aformer fundamentalist mini^r's dis-
tuibing inside lookattheChristianRight,
Prometheus Books. Hardcover 313
pages, index $24.95

Losing Faith In Faith: From
Preacher to Atheist by Dan Barker.
Freedom From Religion Foundatioru-
Paper —392pdg^, index $20.00.

The Missionary Threat by Rick
Ross. Jews around the world are now
faced with the greatest missionary threat
inhistory. InstituteforFirstAmendment
Studies. Paper —11 pages.. $3.00ppd
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